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Scientist back on IIT panels 
Our Special Correspondent 

 

Kakodkar 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150422/jsp/nation/story_15965.jsp#.VTdNY0alhWU 

New Delhi, April 21: Nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar appears to have restored his relations with the human 

resource development ministry by associating himself with two fresh search panels after expressing displeasure 

over the way some IIT directors were selected recently. 

Kakodkar is part of the search panels set up for selecting the directors of IIT Mandi and IIT Indore. As 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150422/jsp/nation/story_15965.jsp#.VTdNY0alhWU
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chairman of the standing committee of the IIT Council (SCIC), Kakodkar has agreed to cooperate in the 

selection of the two new directors. 

The former chairman of the AtomicEnergy Commission had last month resigned as chairman of IIT Bombay, 

apparently unhappy after the ministry scrapped the shortlisted candidates for directors for IIT Bhubaneswar, IIT 

Patna and IIT Ropar. He did not attend the final interview held on March 22. 

Kakodkar was a member of the three search panels set up for selecting the directors of the three IITs. The 

panels had interacted with 37 candidates and shortlisted 13 for interviews. The interviews were held on 

February 16 but the ministry directed that the shortlist be scrapped on the ground that no "right" candidate could 

be found. 

All the 37 candidates were later called for a fresh interview on March 22. 

The ministry has requested Kakodkar to continue as IIT Bombay chairman till his tenure gets over next month. 

Ministry sources said Kakodkar has agreed. 

Kakodkar couldn't be reached for comments. Repeated calls to his mobile phone went unanswered. 

The terms of IIT Mandi director Timothy A. Gonsalves and IIT Indore director Pradeep Mathur ended in 

December last year. Both have been given six-month extensions. 

The HRD ministry has set up two search panels headed by minister Smriti Irani. The other members on the 

panel on IIT Indore are its chairman Ajay Piramal, industry expert Kiran Mazumdar Shaw and academic T.D. 

Dogra. The committee on IIT Mandi, Himachal Pradesh, includes its chairman M. Natarajan and academic Anil 

Sahashrabudhe. 

According to the existing practice, incumbent directors are given the opportunity to present their vision for the 

institute for the coming five years. The search panel visits the institute, interacts with the director and other 

stakeholders and recommends if the director should get a second term. 

If the search panel gives a negative report, the post would be advertised and fresh applications sought. 

While the search committee on IIT Indore would visit the institute on April 29, the committee on IIT Mandi 

would visit the campus on May 7, official sources said. 
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IIT Kharagpur researchers turn farmers to 

revolutionise agriculture 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-kharagpur-researchers-turn-farmers-to-revolutionise-

agriculture/ 

A group of researchers at IIT Kharagpur have turned farmlands near the campus into a ‘laboratory’ to 

experiment with new agricultural technologies and help farmers whose land they have “adopted” to 

improve their yield. 

Around 10 kilometres away from the campus, the team adopted 14 acres of land from a group of farmers at 

Khentia village. 

Most of the land, in small fragments, was lying barren for the last few years. With hope in their eyes, the 

farmers agreed to turn in their farmlands to the IIT team. 

The work began last November with tilling, ploughing and levelling of the fragmented plot to make it a single 

unit. “We are introducing new technologies like SRI to increase rice yield with less water. To promote 

crop diversification, cash crop like sweet corn, peanut and soybean 

have been introduced,” project in-charge Prof P B S Bhadoria said. 

To encourage organic farming, they have started creating vermicompost units. The IIT team has dug up a 

tubewell and also made a pond for rainwater harvesting and pisciculture. 48-year-old Jagannath Das, who owns 

less than 20 decimal land, says he is now learning new things about growing crops. 

“We allowed them to take charge of our land because of the trust we have on such a large institution like IIT. 

Now we are learning new things as if our farmland has become a classroom,” Das said. 

Youngster Abhishek Singhania, who studied metallurgy from IIT Madras and was working with the 

multinational PricewaterhouseCoopers, left his job in Saudi Arabia to join this ‘green revolution’ last month. 

“After learning about the pathetic condition of our farmers I decided to help them by joining this project. 

My role is to convince farmers to adopt new technology,” he said. 

Once the harvesting is done next month, he will help the farmers get good prices for their produce, lest they 

fell into the trap of middlemen. 

“They need the right people to guide them at every stage of farming and marketing. I am trying to make this 

model a sustainable one so that once we leave they are able to do everything on their own,” Singhania says. 

Project officer and agriculture expert Tanumoy Bera said they are using sustainable technology for 

optimum utilisation of resources and minimum effect on the environment. 

SRI (System of Rice Intensification) needs 30-40 per cent less water and pesticides but gives a higher 

yield. Enthused by the success of the project, other farmers near the project area are also taking notes and have 

even approached the IIT to replicate the model. 

“We would be seeking funds from the industry and other organisations to adopt more villages for demonstration 

of technology for a smaller period of one year,” Bhadoria says. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-kharagpur-researchers-turn-farmers-to-revolutionise-agriculture/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-kharagpur-researchers-turn-farmers-to-revolutionise-agriculture/
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Khentia village, where the project would go on for a period of three years, would be developed as a model 

village under ‘Unnat Bharat Abhiyan’. 

In the next phase, they would introduce censor-based irrigation, sprinkler irrigation, soil testing kits, etc. “The 

share of the produce would be shared among the farmers in the proportion of their land holding,” he says. 

Why change a global name, ask IIT students, faculty 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Why-change-a-global-name-ask-IIT-students-

faculty/articleshow/47007161.cms 

Taking a stand against the political move to alter the name of the 60-year old institution in the near future, IIT-Bombay 

students and alumni said that changing the name to IIT-Mumbai could dilute its brand image.  

 

Mumbai Mirror had on Monday reported that following the proposal to rename the Bombay High Court, Arvind Sawant, 

Shiv Sena MP from south Mumbai had said the party's next target will be changing IIT-Bombay to IIT-Mumbai. Union 

Law Minister DV Sadananda Gowda said the proposal will be put to the cabinet on Wednesday and pushed in the 

parliamentary session.  

 

The IIT spokesperson felt that the name change would not please students or faculty members. The official 

spokesperson said: "Since IIT-B is an institute of national importance and a globally recognised brand, changing the 

name may dilute the brand. Overseas students may also find it confusing."  

 

Another senior faculty member said: "A change in the name will not affect the present institution. However, it's an 

irritant since it'll be an inconvenience when the nomenclature will be changed from IIT-B to IIT-M. The brand has been 

established as IIT-B for almost 60 years now. The change is not required."  

 

Alumni members were also strictly against the idea. Zishan Hayath, co founder of Topper.com and a former student of 

IIT-B, said: "The name should not be changed due to the interests of local politicians. They can build new institutes and 

name them the way they want instead of diluting IIT -B's reputation." Similarly, Bakul Desai, the director of the IIT 

Bombay alumni association, said that students have a psychological relation with the existing name. "IIT Bombay is the 

name and Mumbai appears on the address. Then why change the name for no valid reason? There is no necessity for a 

change," he said.  

 

Students felt that their opinions should also be taken into account before making such a change and said that they will 

be writing to the Human Resource Department if the decision is taken. Uddipta Chatterjee, a member of the student 

group Progressive and Democratic Students collective, said: "For decades, students have graduated from IIT-Bombay. 

Now suddenly, if they are told that they will be graduating from IIT-Mumbai, it will create a divide, which is not 

acceptable to the student community. We will keep a close watch on the developments and if the decision is taken then 

we will demand a debate. We should be allowed to voice our opinions and the change should be a democratic process." 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Why-change-a-global-name-ask-IIT-students-faculty/articleshow/47007161.cms
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Why-change-a-global-name-ask-IIT-students-faculty/articleshow/47007161.cms
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IIT-M to meet key milestone of satellite project this year 

The project aims to build nano satellite weighing less than 15 kg, to study various aspects, including affect of solar 

storms, lightning storms and earthquakes 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-m-to-meet-key-milestone-of-satellite-project-this-year-

115042101348_1.html 

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-M) Madras plans to meet the next milestone of its earth satellite project by the 

end of this year. 

 

The project, started in 2009 by a team of IIT-M students, aims to build a nano satellite weighing less than 15 

kilogramme, to study various aspects, including affect of solar storms, lightning storms and earthquakes. 

 

After completing an Isro milestone of preliminary design review in March, 2014, the IIT-M team is currently building a 

prototype of the integration model of the satellite, which involves setting together different components. 

 

"We are planning to do the integration model for the next three months. Once we are confident about our design and 

our own test, we will then do the environmental test, in which, the satellite would be put into various temperatures and 

conditions," said R David Koilpillai, dean (planning), IIT-M. 

 

He said, "Then, we will go back to Isro for the next review, which is the critical design review. Once we get the clearance, 

we will build the flight model," he said. 

 

IIT-M is aiming for the critical design review by the end of the current year and later come up with flight model in the 

first half of 2016. Isro would inform the institute about the launch slot during the critical review, said Koilpillai. 

 

The satellite is expected to be placed in earth's orbit at a height of 600-800 km and houses a high-energy particle 

detector designed to measure fluctuations in the flux of protons and electronics in the upper ionosphere. It also 

comprises seven different subsystems with each performing vital functions of the orbiting spacecraft. 

 

The project's scientific goal is to study the energy spectrum of charged particles in the upper ionosphere and understand 

the affects of solar storms, lightning storms and seismic activity. Though the satellite is designed to survive a year, its life 

can be extended further one year. 

 

The total cost of the project, including prototyping and different phases has been around Rs 3 crore. A portion of it had 

been covered by IIT-M and the rest from the alumni. 

 

A cleanroom for the project, namely IIT Madras Space Lab, was launched last week in the institute's campus. 

 

Currently, nine faculty and 80 students are involved in the project, and over a period of time, around 150 students 

would be involved. 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-m-to-meet-key-milestone-of-satellite-project-this-year-115042101348_1.html
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What an i-Diya! IIT-B student invents world's tiniest eco-

friendly gadget 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-what-an-i-diya-iit-b-student-invents-world-s-tiniest-eco-friendly-

gadget-2079505 

People across the globe are observing Earth Day today, by turning off their electricity for an hour. In tune with 

this, a student of IIT Bombay has developed an eco-friendly solar device, which can be used as a lamp, a USB 

port and to charge a cell phone. 

Final year electrical engineering student Sachin Kumar has perfected the device after more than three years of 

research. What separates i-Diya from other such gadgets, is its size – it is the smallest in the world. Kumar and 

three of his friends have started their company, 'Illumind Solartek', where they are manufacturing more i-Diyas. 

While doing a module on solar energy during his third semester as part of his five-year-course, he decided to 

venture into the renewable energy sector. Kumar participated and won a series of competitions like IIT-

Bombay's Eureka – a business plan competition in 2014. 

Coming from Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh, Kumar said he was aware of electricity being a huge problem. 

"Kerosene lamps, widely used in rural areas, have lethal effects on the environment," he informed. 

Still, reaching the point where he is today, was not easy. "My parents thought I was crazy to think about starting 

my own company, rather than focusing on studies and focusing on placements," says the 23-year-old. 

Kumar also said that studying at IIT Bombay provided an ecosystem which encouraged him to push his limits. 

"So, when you have such an environment, friends and faculty to support you, you get that confidence to take the 

plunge. Once I made up my mind, there was no looking back. I knew my parents would come around, and they 

did." 

After more than three years of finding the right design and elements for the light to work efficiently in all types 

of weather and terrain, Sachin got the idea of setting up a solar lights company. To turn his dream into reality, 

he collaborated with his friends Sandeep Rathi (non-IITian), Aanchal Choudhary (non-IITian) and batch mate 

Satpal Singh, a student of civil engineering. 

Talking about the product, which was launched in February 2015, Sachin said that i-Diya is the world's smallest 

solar device, the size of which is that of a human palm. "It provides triple the amount of illumination (compared 

to other lights with the same pricing), and requires 7-8 hrs of charging time, he said. 

He added that the device can also be charged through electricity if there is a scarcity of sunlight, and is priced 

economically. The product comes in three versions, basic, home and chargeable, priced at Rs Rs699, Rs 849 

and Rs 999 respectively. 

Initially, Illumind came up with 4200 pieces, which were sold within 10 days through demonstrations by door-

to-door visits. Now, the company is planning to manufacture 40,000 models, which Kumar feels could be less, 

as the demands have come from places such as South Africa, Ghana and the Middle East. 

 

 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-what-an-i-diya-iit-b-student-invents-world-s-tiniest-eco-friendly-gadget-2079505
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-what-an-i-diya-iit-b-student-invents-world-s-tiniest-eco-friendly-gadget-2079505
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IIT-Madras graduate hits highest IBM honour  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150422/nation-education/article/iit-madras-graduate-hits-highest-ibm-

honour 

Chennai: Chitra Dorai, a senior researcher at IBM and an alumnus of IIT Madras has become the first Indian woman to be 

conferred with the prestigious IBM Global Fellow title, the biggest honour bestowed by the company. A 1987 batch electrical 

engineering graduate from IIT Madras, Chitra Dorai, is a company veteran of 18 years, and a global leader for research and innovation 

in financial services.  
  
A leader in financial industry analytics, her achievements include innovations in machine learning, multimedia content analysis, 

unstructured data mining and computer vision.Her recent work is focused on transforming mortgage services in the banking industry. 

Dorai’s goal is to reduce the potential for mortgage-driven market crises while enabling people to fulfil their dreams of home 

ownership. 
  

Dorai was one of the nine women in the undergraduate engineering class of 320 students at IIT-M. About early 

years, the IIT alumnus says that her training to question the status quo began early in life. “Luckily my parents’ 

and teachers’ independent thinking nurtured my love for Maths and Science. I opted to pursue engineering 

instead of medicine, which was considered more prestigious and also preferred for women among Indian 

families back then,” she said.  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150422/nation-education/article/iit-madras-graduate-hits-highest-ibm-honour
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150422/nation-education/article/iit-madras-graduate-hits-highest-ibm-honour
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